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FATHER’'S MESSAGE:

Dear Parishioners of St. John’s Cathedral,

This month we celebrate once again
the Birth of Christ in the Flesh. From
childhood we all learn that we exchange
Christmas gifts with one another in imitation
of the Magi, the Wise Men who came from
the East bringing precious gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh to the newborn
Christ. But more important than giving gifts
to our loved ones is that we offer all that we
have to the Holy Child. We owe all that we
have and all that we are to the Lord, who has
given us every blessing in our lives. In
gratitude we, too, should receive Him into
the manger of our hearts and offer Him the
most precious gift we have to offer,
ourselves: our love, our worship, our prayer.
That is how we receive Him as King of our
lives during the Christmas season. While
Christmas is a beautiful time of gathering
with friends and family, it is first and
foremost a holiday — a day — of the
Church. It is the feast of the Incarnation of
God the Word, and we must celebrate it first
with our spiritual family, our brothers and
sisters in Christ, Only then,
out of joy for the proclamation of Christ’s
Birth, can we truly celebrate the other
festivities with knowledge and
understanding of the great gift that we have

received in the Nativity. This gift is so great
that we celebrate it in the Church for twelve
days, until the feast of Theophany, Christ’s
Baptism. This feast of Lights, té ®®rta, as
we say in Greek, celebrates the arrival of
Christ, who is the Light of the World, at the
darkest time of the year. Come take
advantage of the many services during these
Twelve Days of Christmas, and light your
candle in recognition that Christ’s light has
conquered the darkness and has enlightened
our souls.

Wishing you and your families a
joyous Christmas and a blessed New Year, |
remain with paternal love and blessings

in the New-Born Christ,

+Fr. Gregory Gilbert



PRESIDENT’s MESSAGE:
Dear fellow St. John’s parishioners,

On behalf of the entire Parish Council,
| wish you a joyful Advent season, full of
wonder, gatherings with family and friends,
and reflection on the true meaning of
Christmas — the birth of our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ. As this Chronicle comes
together (many thanks to Dr. Peter Hilaris,
once again), it's mid-December and we are
hurtling towards the New Year.

We are grateful to God for His
Providence during this year, with all its twists
and turns, and the leadership of our
wonderful Proistamenos, Father Gregory:
Attendance is up roughly 10-20% since the
summer.

Our youth ministries had an extremely active
Fall, with enjoyable seasons for both our
GOYA volleyball and basketball teams and
their well-attended “lock-in”, while the
Scouts held their annual camping retreat at
St. Basil’'s. Sunday and Greek School
attendance is also increasing, and let’s keep
it that way. We thank all our school
leadership, youth advisors, coaches,
teachers and PTO for their tireless efforts!
Our Philoptochos was as active as ever,
holding its annual (and well-attended)
Christmas party and holiday bazaar, while
generously contributing to the Cathedral’s
decorations for Christmas. Meantime, Kali
Parea hosted its festive and well-attended
Christmas party, and a fine time was had by
all! And our vibrant AHEPA held several
fundraisers including a wonderful, co-hosted
Veteran’s Day Brunch with the Philoptochos
— we are blessed by our Bergen Knights!
Meantime, several of our parishioners
(Michael Camarinos, Spiro Dongaris,
George Papas, and Phil Philliou) became
Archons, among the highest number for any
parish in the country, while George
Tsougarakis was named Hellene of the Year
by the Hellenic Medical Society. To all,
Axios!

As was reported by our head of
Stewardship, Phil Philliou, we closed the
year well and we are thankful to the entire
community. As always, your Stewardship
and financial contributions to our ministries
are deeply appreciated and needed.

There’s much to look forward to the rest
of December and into early 2024! To begin,
on Christmas Eve Day we will welcome with
joy His Eminence Metropolitan Apostolos of
New Jersey, as he presides at our Divine
Liturgy.

Meantime we will showcase our amazing
youth and Sunday and Greek Schools in
several events, including our upcoming
Christmas Pageant (12/17), Greek School
Christmas Celebration (12/21), and the
Greek Orthodox Metropolis of New Jersey’s
Three Hierarchs Celebration (1/27). We look
forward to your continued participation in all
our ministries, from PTO to Philoptochos to
GOYA to AHEPA to Scouting — please
check out our weekly,

, for all the details.

And beyond all else,

(Isaiah 9:6-7).

Let's welcome Him and the Season with
joy, together, at the Cathedral — we look
forward to seeing you all at St. John’s.

Merry Christmas,
George L. Staphos,
Parish Council President



STEWARDSHIP:

Dear fellow stewards,

As we approach the end of 2023, we
are pleased to provide you with an
update on our stewardship
program. As of December 6th, we
have received 471 stewardship
pledges for a total of $420,000. This
is an exciting increase in both the
number of pledges and the amount
of money pledged. The Stewardship
Committee would like to extend its
heartfelt thanks to the community
for their genuine support of the
stewardship program. We would
also like to recognize the impressive
work and dedication of Fr. Gregory
and Bobby Koykas in educating
parishioners about the importance
of stewardship.

Although we have made progress
and are moving in the right
direction, there is still much work to
be done to improve our stewardship
program. Our community has a
budget of $1 million to meet, and
there are many Orthodox Christians
who live within a 30-minute driving
distance of St. John's who are not
stewards of any church. We all likely
know someone who is disconnected
from our church. We can each make
a difference by reaching out to
these people and inviting them to

church. In addition to church
services, we have vibrant ministries
such as Sunday School, GOYA,
Greek School, Scouting,
Philoptochos, Kali Parea, and the
Choir. We encourage everyone to
find a way to connect people with
these programs and help them
become more involved in our
community.

If you have not received your
Stewardship Card in the mail,
please pick one up at church or call
the church office. Thank you.

Merry Christmas and best wishes
for a happy, healthy and prosperous
2024

The Stewardship Committee



St. Philothea Philoptochos Society News

December 2023










CONTINUES









From the PTO! PTG 3 —

a3 e
We have been busy working to ! Km
support our Greek and Sunday xplzT“v[ENNA

School students as well as our St.
John the Theologian Community. . I(K:!l Raiui Xnovm

In October, we very much enjoyed
watching the children perform their beautiful poems and play during the OXI
Day Greek School Program. The PTO was happy to sponsor snacks and
drinks during the festivities. We were blessed to celebrate this significant
day of our country’s history together with the next generation. The PTO was
also happy to fund the new WiFi that was installed in the Greek School to
hel brlng more range, stability service and seed to our classrooms.




November rolled in a special bowling night we shared with the children at
Humdinger’s in Paramus. Our community came together to have some fun
time outside of the Greek and Sunday School classrooms. The kids were
able to bowl and play games in the arcade while the parents enjoyed each
other's company. A big part of the PTO’s programming is focused on
helping our children cultivate strong bonds and friendships to reinforce their
ties to our Greek Orthodox community and culture.
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This month, we kicked off the Christmas season with a flurry of activities!
The first was a beautiful visit to St. Basil’s to join the Academy for their
annual Christmas Program. Our PTO families collected toys from the St.
Basil’s wish list and brought them along for the visit where they enjoyed a
lenten lunch and play put on by the children of the Academy. It was a
memorable day for all who went. The following weekend, the PTO and
GOYA joined forces to celebrate the 1st Annual St. John’s Christmas
Kalanda. Carolers traveled from various houses and businesses singing
both Greek and English songs, spreading musical cheer during the heart of
the Christmas season. Thank you to all the carolers who participated and to
all the parishioners who opened their doors to our children and helped us
raise donations for the St. John’s Youth!




On behalf of the entire PTO, we
would like to take this opportunity to
wish everyone a very Merry
Christmas and a wonderful New

Year!

We look forward to continuing to
support our community and planning
more great events for our students
throughout the year. Please follow
us on Facebook (St. John the
Theologian’s PTO) and Instagram
(@st.johnstenafly pto) for the latest
updates and information.



Kali Parea News

Kali Parea started off the Holidays this year with our annual party at
Madeleine’s Petit Paris on Saturday, November 18 . We had their usual
delicious meal, including: appetizers, wine, soup or salad, beef, fish or
chicken main course and dessert. We had a DJ playing Greek favorites to
which we danced during lunch.

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, December 12 . We’re planning
a Holiday coffee and dessert table, as we sing traditional carols and
Christmas songs in Greek and in English.

We also will be showing a very funny video tape featuring Vasili, the
Greek-American comedian.

We wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy Healthy 2024!
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AHEPA:

Our AHEPA (American Hellenic Educational and Progressive
Association) chapter is called the Bergen Knights Chapter #285. The goals
of AHEPA include promoting Hellenism and Philanthropic ideals in our
community. We want new members to join and participate to help achieve
our goals. Some of the activities we have had this Autumn included,;

Fundraising to raise funds for Service Dogs for Veterans with PTSD.
Service Dogs have been shown to help lower the suicide rates in veterans
with PTSD. In the past few years we have raised funds for three service
dogs. This Autumn we were working towards a fourth service dog. We held
two events.

We had an Animal Blessing event in the front of St. John the
Theologian in November. Many varieties of Dogs, along with their owners,
and one cat attended the event. Father Gregory had a blessing service and
donations were made towards our Service Dog Fund.

The following weekend, for Veteran’s Day, we teamed up with
Philoptochos to honor our Veterans. Philoptochos held a ceremony honoring
veterans from our parish, the Boy Scouts participated as flag bearers AHEPA
offered a breakfast meal with proceeds going towards our Service Dog Fund.
The two events raised enough funds for our goal of a fourth Service Dog,
which will allow for the full training of the Dog to help lower the anxieties and
support a needy Veteran with PTSD.

We would also like to thank everyone that contributed to our Annual
Hat and Mitten Christmas Tree. Those items that were donated were
delivered to the Bergen Family Center in Englewood by the chairman of the
event, Dr Demetrios Bayiokos.

Some other upcoming events including our 2  Annual Tavli
Tournament on Thursday, February 8 . Come join the fun and try to be
champion! Sign ups here: https://bergenknights.org/tavli.html
Or in person with AHEPA members

On Saturday, February 15", is the Hellenic History Tournament, which
has 3 member teams of students from grades 8-12 competing in Hellenic
knowledge competitions, coached by Aspasia and Mark Melis.



Presently we have one full team and 2/3 of another. So, we need one more
player. Please contact us if interested.

We have meetings the 2'° Thursday of the month. Please consider
becoming an active member and showing your pride of your Greek Heritage.
Contact Peter H|Iar|s at 551-486 7489 or hllarlspb@aol com




GOYA:

The holiday season has officially
commenced, and much is
happening at St. John the
Theologian. Our GOYA enjoyed the
annual church lock-in, during which
the children of the St. John’s
community stayed at the cathedral
overnight. The children participated
in bonding activities, watched

, and got to
know one another. Father Gilbert
was kind enough to lead GOYA in
prayer, during both the night of the
lock-in and during the morning that
followed. Father offered his advice
and wisdom regarding the Greek
Orthodox faith, and created a safe
space for the children to speak their
minds. Father truly connected our
GOYA with this considerable
discussion, and the organization
hopes to make the lock-in an annual
tradition.

In addition to the lock-in, St.
John’'s GOYA recently went ice
skating at Wollman Rink in Central
Park, NYC. The experience was a
magical winter wonderland: our
GOYAns practiced their ice skating
skills, got to see the Christmas tree
at Rockefeller Center, and enjoyed
lunch together. Continuing the
holiday festivities, the GOYAns
participated in the annual Christmas

kalanda, during which they went
from house to house and sang
traditional carols.

Our GOYA athletes have
finished their volleyball and
basketball season, advancing to the
semi-finals. We are enormously
proud of our GOYAns, as they all
worked their very hardest this
season and established team bonds
that are bound to last a lifetime. Now
that the athletic season has ended,
it's time for Greek dance! That's
right, the Tenafly GOYA Greek folk
dance team is continuing their streak
of success and advancing to the
Folk Dance Festival this year. More
commonly known as FDF, this
competition hosts teams from many
different states, and is a treasured
experience for Greek youth. Tenafly
is dancing Pontiaka this year, and
the team has been practicing
multiple times a week for in
preparation. We are wishing the best
to our dancers, knowing they will
pour their hearts into this
performance.

The St. John’s community is
excited to see what's next for
Tenafly GOYA, and is looking
forward to a peaceful, holy, holiday
season. We send warm regards to
all!



























