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Father’'s Messaqe:

The Rich Man’s Mistake
by Fr. Angelo Artemas

In the parable of the Rich Man/Rich
Fool (Luke 12:16-21) Jesus tells of the
man who tears down his barns to build
larger ones. This sounds quite a bit like
our days. Many cities and towns across
our country are experiencing massive
homes being built and older homes
being torn down in favor of huge new
ones. In addition to homes, witness the
numerous Walmarts, Targets, Costcos,
Home Depots and mega supermarkets
sprouting up

But that's not all. Although there is
some backlash lately, watch out for all
those Sport Utility Vehicles (SUVs) on
the road that seem to be getting bigger
and bigger, and faster and faster. These
vehicles are accommodating children
and adults who are bigger than in
previous generations. Mc Donald’s may
have done away with their “Super-Size”
option, but Americans have not.

Even so, it may not be the desire for
more crops and bigger barns that are
the rich man’s undoing. When it is all
over and done with, God asks him one

simple question — “Fool, this night your
soul is required of you, and all these
things you have prepared, whose shall
they be?”

It is not the abundant crops and big
barns that condemn the rich man, it is
that they are not being shared and
passed on to others. Being rich is not a
sin, being selfish is. We have an
obligation to maximize the fruits of the
earth so that we may feed and provide
for our children and for others. Working
hard to provide for others is a virtue
sometimes lost on a generation wishing
to accumulate more cars, houses,
jewelry and toys for themselves.

Everything we have built, earned or
amassed has come from God, and is a
blessing. If we think everything we have
has come from our own efforts, our
possessions will be a curse. Sharing
God’s blessings is not only expected, it
is also one of the greatest joys in life.
Not enough people today experience
this joy.

There is nothing wrong with wealth, as
long as God is thanked and glorified,
and the wealth is shared and used for
the good of others. . There is nothing
wrong with big homes, as long as they



are filled with children and family
members, and God is at the center of
those homes. There is nothing wrong
with amassing crops and goods, as
long as they are used to feed and
provide for God’s children.

We are brothers and sisters in
communion with each other. All that we
have is from God, and intended to be
shared with each other. The difference
between a Philanthropist and a Rich
Fool is the desire to share versus selfish
desire.

After securing the health, stability,
security and wellbeing of ourselves and
of our loved ones, we must consider
sharing God’s blessing with others,
including our parish and church family.
The more we offer our others, the more
we will do for the glory of God and His
children.

Mark Your Calendars

Church and Organization
Sponsored Events:

11/14/21: Dimitris Mpasis Concert,
Sunday, 6:30pm

11/16/21: Testimonial Dinner for
Stella Baker, Tuesday, 6:30pm,

Edgewood Country Club,
River Vale

11/18/21: Archdiocese BiCentenial
Concert, Thurday evening

11/21/21: Fall General Assembly
meeting, after liturgy.

11/21/21: Annual Tricky Tray

12/8-9/21: Photography sessions for
New Parish Directory

12/12/21: Parish Council Elections

12/12/21: Philoptochos Christmas
Bazaar

6/3/21 — 6/5/21: St. John’s Taste of
Greece Greek Festival

Please click on the link below and schedule
your photo session for December 8th or 9th.

https://St-John-Photo-Directory

Photo Directory

Be part of our New
Family Directory Program



President’s Message:
Dear Families of St. John the Theologian,

On behalf of the Parish Council, | pray that
this finds you all safe and well.

We, as a community, are especially
thankful to Father Angelo, the church
staff, and the Parish Council for their
active support and leadership leading up
to and including the New Liturgical Year.

We have had an exciting start! Our 50th
Annual Taste of Greece Festival was a
tremendous success. There are many
people to thank: the Chairs, Steven
Galiotos and Vickie Rokkos, All of the
leaders of the different areas, and
especially to the many volunteers. All
helped to make this one of the successful
festival fundraisers in our community. Our
50/50 raffle was also a great success and
we will continue this fundraiser in the
future.

Our Youth programs, Greek School, and
the Sunday School Religious Education
programs have all started. We are happy
that many of the programs are returning
to pre-pandemic enrollments. Parents,
Please sign your children up for our many
programs that help unite our community
and deepen relationships. Help our
children learn about our Greek language
and culture and our Orthodox Faith.

Fr. Angelo and Our Parish Council have
made the youth and the young families
our focus to help us continue to build our
Community.

We have created the following a winning
aspiration:

“To be the community that is recognized
as having the best youth programs and
ministries that will enable our Cathedral
of St. John the Theologian to increase our
membership and bring more people to
Jesus Christ.”

In order to succeed, we need Volunteers,
Programs, Fundraising, and our Facilities.
We have created action groups to create
goals and objectives to drive this
aspiration and ensure that our Cathedral
of St. John the Theologian will be around
for many generations as an example of
our Orthodox Faith, Greek Language, and
Greek Culture.

We are all excited to get back to St. John
the Theologian. There are many events
and programs that have started which are
announced on the Church website and
through the weekly bulletins. Please
check the website regularly.

Yours in Christ,
Stephen E. Ferranti
Parish Council President



FESTIVAL

TENAFLY

Dear Fr. Angelo, Festival Volunteers,
Sponsors, Donors, Vendors, Entertainers
and Friends,

On behalf of our Cathedral, we would like
to express our heartfelt appreciation and
sincere gratitude to all who supported our
50" annual Taste of Greece Festival. We
experienced an enjoyable and record
breaking festival due to the tireless and
capable efforts of our dedicated
volunteers, the overwhelming generosity
of our sponsors and donors, the “kefi”
from the band and entertainers, the
exquisite merchandise from our vendors
and the incredible support of the
thousands that attended the wonderful
event throughout the weekend.

Each day the compliments kept coming on
the delicious food, the music, the set-up

and the festive vibe. This year we
relocated all our food outdoors, moved
the white elephant upstairs, introduced a
dedicated dance floor, roasted lambs on
the souvla, added cooking demos, a Greek
wine tasting, and a Greek comedian,
created a signature cocktail and focused
on our cultural heritage and with
additional Greek dancing.

Without each of you, there is no festival.
Thank you from the bottom of our hearts.
We truly appreciate everyone coming
together to make this year’s festival a
huge success and to celebrate our culture,
heritage and religion.

With much appreciation and thanks,

Vickie Rokkos
Festival Co-Chair

Steve Galiotos
Festival Co-Chair



St. Philothea Philoptochos Society News
FALL 2021

Warm greetings of hope and wellness to all!

Now that the challenges of the ongoing global Coronavirus pandemic have finally started
to subside, it is a joy and relief to see our Cathedral community vibrantly coming together
in person once again! Although we were still physically away from our Cathedral earlier
this year, our Chapter Board continued meeting via Zoom conferencing on a regular basis,
and our Philoptochos sisters continued to work hard to fulfill our sacred philanthropic
mission. We are blessed to have our Orthodox faith to guide us and give us strength and
hope in adversity, and keep us resilient, inspired, and motivated to press on in this new
ecclesiastical year.

SOME OF OUR CHAPTER’S 2021 ACCOMPLISHMENTS:

* Charitable Foundation of Fort Lee — In June, our Chapter donated funds to help 38 families who were
displaced or otherwise affected by a devastating fire in Fort Lee.

* Operation Classroom Initiative - As part of our “Comfort Closet”
project at the Newark Technology H.S., in June, we delivered comfort
baskets to children who lost parents due to the Coronavirus. Our Chapter
will continue this initiative and reach out to our St. John community again
for their generous donations.

* Family Promise Program — In July, we delivered 175 meals to feed the
homeless at the Health and Human Services Shelter in Hackensack.

* St. Basil’s Academy — As we do annually, we supported 9 students who

graduated from St. Basil’s Academy.

* St. Michael’s Home — We supported the St. Michael’s Home fundraiser by purchasmg a Journalad afld
raffle tickets.

» Baking for Our Festival — In August, our Chapter baked large batches of sweets, spanakopita, and
tyropita to sell at our annual Festival to benefit our church. A big thank you to those who helped bake at
the church and at home!



* Church Festival — In September, we participated in our church’s festival by selling the sweets that we
baked and helping anywhere else we were needed.

Convention. Our Honoree this year was Joanne Kontos. Congratulations Joanne!
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The honor is very well deserved!

* Breast Cancer Awareness Month Cake-less Bake Sale — In October, we conducted our annual Cake-
less Bake Sale fundraiser to support National Breast Cancer Awareness Month. In addition, during our
October General Meeting, our guest speaker on the subject, our

Dr. Fay Kastrinos, generously shared vital information about breast cancer screening and prevention.
Proceeds from these efforts are used to support various charities, such as the:

American Cancer Society

Avon Walk for Breast Cancer

Englewood Hospital/Leslie Simon Breast Care Center

Hackensack University Medical Center/John Theurer Cancer Center & the Betty Toricelli Institute
for Breast Care

Memorial Sloan Kettering

National Philoptochos Cancer Commitments

o Lampidis Cancer Research Fund Network

Additional Chapter Charitable Donations Were Made To
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o The Greece Fires Relief Fund

o The Samaritan Women Institute for Shelter Care of Human Trafficking Survivors

o The Philoxenia House of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Boston, which supports visitors with
medical conditions

Thank you to all who support our fundraisers!!!



UPCOMING EVENTS:

November 3rd (Wednesday, at 4 p.m.) & November 4th (Thursday, at 10 a.m.) - Preparing Pites
for the Holidays.

November 7" (Sunday) - Veteran’s Day Observance Wall of Honor & Special Coffee Hour
Reception.

November 9" (Tuesday) - Philoptochos Board Meeting.

November 10th (Wednesday, at 10 a.m.) & November 11th (Thursday, at 10 a.m.) - Preparing
Sweets for the Holidays.

November 7th, 14th, & 21st (Sundays, after church services) — Selling of Pites and Sweets for
Thanksgiving, and Christmas Card Sign-Up.

November 16" (Tuesday, at 6:30 p.m.) - Testimonial Dinner for Past President Stella Baker at
Edgewood Country Club in Rivervale.

December 5th (Sunday, after church services) - Selling of Sweets and Pites.

December 71 (Tuesday night) — Philoptochos Annual Christmas Party.

December 12th, 19th & 26th (Sundays, after church services) — Selling of Christmas Sweets &
New Year’s Day Vasilopites.

December 12 (Sunday, in the Fellowship Hall after church services) - Annual Christmas Bazaar.

OUR MAIN FUNDRASIER - “THE FASHION EVENT” - IS SCHEDULED FOR
MAY §, 2022, AT EDGEWOOD COUNTRY CLUB IN RIVERVALE.
WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING YOU THERE!!

WE ARE THANKFUL TO EVERYONE WHO HAS CONTINUED TO SUPPORT OUR
PHILOPTOCHOS THROUGH THEIR EFFORTS, GENEROUS DONATIONS, AND ANNUAL
STEWARDSHIP DUES!!

Your Sister in Christ,

Maria Kamilaris

President

“Philanthropy, Fellowship and Faith in Action”



Greetings from the PTO

It is with great joy that the PTO welcomes our students back for
another exciting year. Our hallways are now filled with smiling faces
and this warms our hearts!!

We closed off last year with a few celebrations but first and foremost
HUGE congratulations are in order for our graduates! We are so proud
to have been a part of your Hellenic education!
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Before we went our separate ways for the summer we had a great end
of year party for our Greek and Sunday School students!
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Both Greek and Sunday School students were also happy to spend
some time outdoors catching up with their friends and enjoying some
ice cream!
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We are taking every opportunity to get in some quality time outdoors
before the cold weather finds us. Our Taste of Greece Festival allowed
us the opportunity to be outside and our Greek Dancers danced
beautifully for all to see. What a wonderful event. Many thanks to Steve
Galliotos and Vickie Rokkos for making it such a success!



We also want to extend a special congratulations to Angie Papas for her
years of work and dedication to our PTO and the youth of our
Cathedral. Congratulations to all the Metropolis of New Jersey 2021
Honorees.




We offer many thanks to our entire community for your unwavering
support. We hope you are all able to visit us at our
Annual Tricky Tray Event.

Thursday, November 18th from 4:00-6:30PM
Friday, November 19th from 12:00-2:00PM & 5:00-7:00PM
Saturday, November 20th from 9:00AM-1:00PM
Sunday, November 21th from 11:00AM-2:00PM

TRICKY TRAY VIRTUAL LIVE AUCTION VIA ZOOM
Sunday, November 21th at 2:30 PM

It is with your support that we are able to offer our children and
teachers these wonderful experiences. We look forward to working
together to plan safe community events for all!

Ioanna Koutroubas & Mariella Kapsaskis




AHEPA:
Dear Stewards,

I hope this version of the Chronicle
finds you in good health. During the past
few months our AHEPA chapter has been
very busy preparing for the District 5
Convention, which we had the honor to
host this year. The festivities began with
the business meeting of AHEPA on June
19 in our Fr Socrates Fellowship Hall.
During the meeting we had the pleasure of
awarding Anastasia Chandras with our
annual AHEPA scholarship. Anastasia is
attending Boston College after completing
her high school studies in 3 years. We wish
her all the best in college.

The rest of the summer we worked
on our journal to present at the banquet
dinner which we hosted on Saturday,
October 16. The banquet dinner was
attended by over 100 AHEPANS,
Daughters of Penelope, Sons of Pericles,
Maids of Athena, members of our
Philoptochos and other stewards of our
community. The evening began with an
opening prayer by Fr Angelo Artemas and
his inspiring complimentary comments.
Past Supreme President George Horiates
addressed the participants followed by the
Presidents of each AHEPA organization,
the District 5 Lodge and the Supreme
Lodge. We were all amazed how hard
AHEPA is working to protect and Defend
Hellenism by keeping a strong voice in
our US Congress. The bottom line is, there

is strength in numbers and we all need to
join or assist the AHEPA family in some
capacity in order to show our elected
leaders we care about Greece & Cyprus. A
great big “Thank you” to all who attended
and supported us, to Fr Angelo, Stephen
Ferranti, the President of the Parish
Council, and all the members of the Parish
Council for affording our chapter the
opportunity to host this year’s convention,
under difficult circumstance, in our church
facility.

Respectfully & Make it a Great Day!
Demetrios Bayiokos, DMD , President
AHEPA Bergen Knights #285




GOYA:

Hello,
We are beyond thrilled and so very

delighted to start the 2021-2022
GOYA year after along and hard
pandemic in which we were not able
to have many social gatherings,
events, etc.

The members of our newly elected
Executive Board are ready to begin
an amazing yearand are so excited
for what it entails!

Board Members:

President: Marko Poneros

Vice President: Callie Milionis

Vice President: Emma Papanicolaou
Recording Secretary: Faye Kontzamanis
Recording Secretary: Christina Stathatos
Corresponding Secretary: Peter Dokas
Treasurer: Eleni Timotheou

Historian: Evelyna Pavlatos

We started the year's events on
Sunday September 12th, with the
diving of the cross which took place
in Asbury Park. Marko Poneros,
Stella DeGruccio, and Alex Orecchio
made us so very proud by diving to
honor our Church and community.
Next up was the Mr. and Miss Goya
Pageant, held at Hanover Manor in
East Hanover, NJ. Our lovely vice
president, Callie Milionis represented

our Church as many of our fellow
Goyans made the trip to cheer her
on. Lastly, was the Harvest Dance on
Friday, September 10th at St.
Athanasios in Paramus. We had fun
eating the food of our -culture,
dancing to music and getting to know
fellow GOYA members from other
churches.

As for sports, both the boys’
basketball and girls’ volleyball
seasons are in full swing. Many
thanks to coaches Tom Pirsos,
Manny Maniotis and Dennis
Preis.

In closing, we would like to welcome
our new GOYA advisors: Pauline
Zervoudis, Denise Socrates and
Alkistis Meimaris. We look forward to
having them lead us into many great
things in the year to come. Of course,
we also thank Chrissy Nanos for all her
years of service to the GOYA. If there
are any 7th graders or new-comers
that are interested in joining us this
year, in order to be added to the
correspondence, please contact
goya.tenafly@gmail.com

The Executive Board is excited to
share its plans for the upcoming year.

Best wishes,
Peter Dokas



hilarispb@aol.com.

Peter Hilaris, Scoutmaster, Troop 25



