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FATHERôS MESSAGE: 

 

Dear Parishioners of St. Johnôs 

Cathedral, 

 

 This holiday season, as 

every year, the Church invites 

us to reflect on the profound 

mystery of God's revelation ð 

His Theophany. While we 

traditionally celebrate 

Theophany as the Feast of 

Christôs Baptism on January 6, 

its original significance spans 

the entirety of Christôs life, from 

His birth to His baptism, from 

His entrance into the world to 

the moment God proclaimed 

Him to Israel as ñMy beloved 

Son.ò 

 

Such a wondrous mystery 

cannot be confined to a single 

day. Therefore, the Church has 

extended this celebration into 

the ñTwelve Days of Christmasò 

that we joyfully sing about each 

year. The revelation of God in 

the Christ Child is the ultimate 

hope for fallen humanity and a 

world in need. From the moment 

we hear, ñGod is with us,ò we 

are reminded of the hope that 

Christ will conquer Sin and 

Death, that Good will triumph 

over evil, and that Peace will 

prevail over war. 

This same hope shines in 

the faces of our children, 

inspiring us to believe in a 

brighter future. In these darkest 

days of the year, we turn our 

hearts toward the promise of a 

New Year filled with light and 

renewal. May this enduring 

hope be the gift we all cherish 

this Christmas. 

  

Wishing you and your 

families a joyous Christmas and 

a blessed New Year, I remain 

with paternal love and blessings 

 

in the New-Born Christ, 

 +Fr. Gregory Gilbert 

 

 

The Cat hedral Chronicle



PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE: 
 
?ĲċƖШŉĲũũŸƽШÉƣЮШsŸőŰќƚШƓċƖŔƚőŔŸŰĲƖƚЯ 
 

Boy, that was a quick year! On 
behalf of the entire Parish Council, I 
wish you a joyful Advent season, full of 
gatherings with family and friends, and 
reflection on the true meaning of 
Christmas т the birth of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. 
  As this Chronicle comes 
together (yet again, many thanks to Dr. 
Peter Hilaris for everything he does 
ƽŔƣőШƣőĲШ9őƖŸŰŔĦũĲьЯШŔƣќƚШůŔĬ-
December and we are racing towards 
the New Year. As always, we remain 
grateful to God for His 
Providence  during this eventful 2024, 
and the leadership of our wonderful 
Proistamenos, Father Gregory.  
 
 Keys during this past year: 
  Attendance remains up since 
ƣőĲШƚƨůůĲƖЯШƣőŸƨŊőШƽĲќũũШŰĲĲĬШƣŸШ
remain vigilant on our trends over 
time. 

We began our critical, 
Generation to Generation (G2G) 
capital campaign to reinvest in key 
ĲũĲůĲŰƣƚШŸŉШŸƨƖШ9ċƣőĲĬƖċũќƚШ
infrastructure with a resounding 
Kickoff Event on October 26th. We 
already have two more events 
planned , one a football-themed event 
for January 26th at the Knickerbocker 
Country Club, and the other an 
Apokriatiko Glendi for February 22nd at 
ÉƣЮШsŸőŰќƚШ[ĲũũŸƽƚőŔƓШcċũũШт join us! 

  

Our youth ministries  had an 
extremely active Fall with enjoyable 
seasons for both our GOYA volleyball 
and basketball teams у 
congratulations to our Senior 
Volleyball team on their 
championship! The Scouts held their 
ċŰŰƨċũШĦċůƓŔŰŊШƖĲƣƖĲċƣШċƣШÉƣЮШ7ċƚŔũќƚЯШ
while Sunday and Greek School 
attendance continues to have nice 
momentum. We thank all our 
phenomenal school leadership, 
teachers, advisors, coaches, and PTO 
for their truly tireless efforts у and 
also congratulate our fantastic Coach 
Tom Pirsos who is retiring after an 
illustrious 17 years as GOYA 
basketball coach! 

Our adult ministries and 
interest groups  were incredibly busy! 
Philoptochos held its amazing 
Christmas party and holiday bazaar, 
while generously contributing to the 
9ċƣőĲĬƖċũќƚШĬĲĦŸƖċƣŔŸŰƚШŉŸƖШ
Christmas. Meantime, Kali Parea 
hosted its festive and well-attended 
Christmas party and the Hellenic 
ìŸůĲŰќƚШ9ũƨĤШőċĬШċШũŸƻĲũǃШ
ŉƨŰĬƖċŔƚŔŰŊШũƨŰĦőШŉŸƖШÉƣЮШ~ŔĦőċĲũќƚШ
Home. Our vibrant AHEPA held 
multiple fundraisers including a 
wonderful, co-őŸƚƣĲĬШéĲƣĲƖċŰќƚШ?ċǃШ
Brunch with the Philoptochos and its 
annual service-dog fundraiser.  
  ~ĲċŰƣŔůĲЯШÉƣЮШsŸőŰќƚШŸŰĦĲШ
again had newly invested Archons , 
including our longtime parish council 
member and former president, 
Andreas Zigouras у Axios, 
Andreas!  ÉƣЮШsŸőŰќƚШőċƚШċШƻŔĤƖċŰƣШ



Archon community, as witnessed by 
the turnout we had on Archon Sunday 
(November 24th) and by our dedicated 
regional commanders, George 
Tsougarakis and Michael Camarinos 
(newly appointed т Axios, Mike!).  

As was reported at the General 
Assembly by our head 
of stewardship , Phil Philliou, our 
stewardship figures are up. As always, 
your Stewardship and financial 
contributions to our ministries are 
deeply appreciated and much 
needed.  

Lastly, we wish two longtime 
parish council members , Aris 
9őŔĦũĲƚШċŰĬШ?ĲŰŰŔƚШÂƖĲŔƚШљĤŸŰШ
ƻŸǃċŊĲњШċƚШƣőĲǃШƚƣĲƓШĬŸƽŰШŉƖŸůШƣőĲШ
board and thank them for all their 
contributions and leadership of St. 
sŸőŰќƚШŸƻĲƖШƣőĲШǃĲċƖƚЮШ ƖŔƚШƽċƚШ
ƓƖĲƚŔĬĲŰƣШŸŉШÉƣЮШsŸőŰќƚШċƣШƣőĲШĤĲŊŔŰŰŔŰŊШ
of Covid, a truly challenging time, and 
Dennis was a longstanding GOYA 
coach and member of the buildings & 
grounds committee т thank you, 
gentlemen! 

 ÑőĲƖĲќƚШůƨĦőШƣŸШũŸŸťШŉŸƖƽċƖĬШ
to for the rest of December and into 
early 2025! To begin, on Christmas 
Eve we will welcome with joy His 
Eminence Metropolitan Apostolos of 
New Jersey, as he presides at our 
Divine Liturgy services.  Meantime 
ƽĲќũũШƚőŸƽĦċƚĲШŸƨƖШċůċǍŔŰŊШÉƨŰĬċǃШ
and Greek Schools in several events, 
including our upcoming Christmas 
Pageant (12/22), Greek School 
Christmas Celebration (12/21), and 
the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of New 

sĲƖƚĲǃќƚШÑőƖĲĲШcŔĲƖċƖĦőƚШ9ĲũĲĤƖċƣŔŸŰШ
(1/25) at St. Athanasios.  
  This is my final Chronicle as 
president. I am grateful for all your 
support and feedback  during this 
time, which has gone by in the blink of 
ċŰШĲǃĲШвШand I am in debt to my 
executive board, parish council and 
committee chairs over the last two 
years. From our farewell to Father 
Angelo of blessed memory, to our 
welcoming of Father Gregory, the 
Enthronement of His Eminence 
Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey, 
hosting the Greek Letters and 
Evzones, instituting a new website 
ыċŰĬШƣőĲƖĲќƚШċШŰĲƽШ éШƚǃƚƣĲůШĦŸůŔŰŊШ
for the Fellowship Hall), and holding 
ƣőŔƚШŉċũũќƚШ]Ξ]ШuŔĦťŸŉŉШEƻĲŰƣЯШƽĲШ
worked as a team and moved the 
Cathedral forward.  
  So with all of that, it still comes 
ĬŸƽŰШƣŸШŸŰĲШƣőŔŰŊв "For to us a Child 
is born, to us a Son is given; and the 
government shall be upon His 
shoulder, and His name shall be 
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
ÂĲċĦĲѠ (Isaiah 9:6-7).  xĲƣќƚШċŊċŔŰШ
welcome Him and the Season with joy, 
together, at the Cathedral. 
  

God Willing, we look forward to 
ƚĲĲŔŰŊШċũũШŸŉШǃŸƨШċƣШÉƣЮШsŸőŰќƚШƣőĲШƖĲƚƣШ
of December, and throughout 2025! 
  
Merry Christmas , 
  
George L. Staphos 
Parish Council President 



FACILITIES/BUILDING & GROUNDS COMMITTEE 
 

Fellow parishioners, I pray that this message finds you all well! The Facilities/B&G continues 

to work diligently for the preservation and maintenance of our Church Facility, while making 

sure that every dollar is spent carefully and responsively. Our mission is to preserve and 

maintain our church facility in good and safe operating condition; and to properly evaluate, 

plan and execute capital improvement projects based on need, purpose, and priority. The 

following is a summary of projects and activities completed this year so far as well as priority 

capital and maintenance project needs: 

 

Completed work within 2024 includes: 

The much-needed refinishing of the church doors and the repairs to the 

door thresholds were recently completed. A big shout out to the people who 

helped: Chris Charas, Marinos Lilikas, Nick Katsapis, Peter Hilaris, Marios 

Socrates, Tasos Miltiadous and Elias Prastos who did a phenomenal job 

refinishing the doors! The cost of $6,500 was all donated by George & 

Harriet Prepis who donated the doors initially. Thank you! 

 

Pavement Milling/resurfacing ï Completed the much-needed 

milling/resurfacing of the deteriorated pavement at the entrance driveways, the 

circle areas, and other repairs throughout the parking lot for a cost of $53,500. 

 

The yearly cleaning and refinishing of all the downstairs classrooms, 

library and hallways floors as well as the carpet cleaning inside the 

fellowship hall, the ceramic tile cleaning of the atrium floor and dance 

floor and the cleaning of the kitchen floor were completed in July. The cost 

of this necessary maintenance was $8,000 for downstairs and $3,400 for 

upstairs. The PTO donated $4,000. Thank you!  

 

Kitchen and storage corridor light fixtures replacement ï Several existing 

ceiling light fixtures in the kitchen and storage corridor did not work and we 

replaced all 21 fixtures with new energy efficient LED fixtures. Under a NJ 

energy savings subsidy program, we received an $800 rebate, and the entire 

project cost was $1,850  

 

Gym floor Refinishing ï Due to the excessive use of our gym by our youth and 

the rental entity, we initiated a yearly maintenance (refinishing) of the gym floor. 

This will extend the useful life of the floor and reduce extensive and expensive 

replacement in the short run. The cost for this yearôs refinishing was $2,530.    



 

Heating Boiler piping replacement ï Several deteriorated and leaking pipes 

connecting to the heating boiler inside the boiler room were repaired. Jimmy 

Zervoudis donaded this $5K plus project. Thank you!  

 

Replace and improve the Altar sink and cabinets area ï The Altar sink and 

cabinets were deteriorated and needed replacement and painting.  Jimmy 

Zervoudis led this project and renovated the area with new cabinets, shelving, 

etc. to fit the needs of Fr. Gregory. Jimmy Zervoudis donaded this $5K plus 

project. Thank you! 

 

Construction of a handicap curb cut and repair of the settled sidewalk - 

The settled sidewalk in front of the Atrium/Gym entrance created a safety 

hazard. This addressed the issue and created the missing handicap access curb 

cut adjacent to the existing handicap ramp leading to the Atrium/Gym entrance. 

The cost of this project was $5,400. 

 

Gym Roof Replacement ï The 40-year-old existing roof was leaking due to 

cracking of the aged shingles. The roof was replaced at a cost of $33,800. 

 

Repairs to the heating boiler $2,049. 

 

Inspection & routine maintenance of the gym doors $950 

 

Miscellaneous interior maintenance repairs throughout the church facility. 

 

Work in Progress or Under Consideration Includes: 

 

Church Dome Repairs ï As you may have noticed, the exposed dome roof membrane 

has been coated with a compatible blue color coating. This is a temporary measure to 

make sure the exposed membrane is protected and remains intact and watertight. The 

committee is currently evaluating permanent blue color repair options. All options to be 

considered will include concept details and a budgetary estimate for presentation and 

approval before proceeding. 

Fellowship Hall Audio/Video System: This is a much-needed project for our 

community events and especially our Greek and Sunday schoolsô performances. We 

recently received three bids and are currently evaluating. We want to thank the PTO 

for their donation of $11,000 towards this project. 



 

Pipeline Priority Capital Projects  

¶ Rehabilitation of the church Dome  

¶ Restoration of the marble stone arch in front of the church   

¶ Replacement of the Fellowship Hall and kitchen Roof 

¶ Replacement of the church roof 

¶ Replacement of the office area roof 

¶ Replacement of the Chapel area roof 

¶ Restoration of the church mosaics  

¶ Renovation of the priestôs office 

¶ Fellowship Hall audio/video equipment 

¶ Replacement of Concrete Steps at Atrium Entrance 

¶ Replacement of the entrance monument and installation of flag poles 

¶ Mill and repave the west parking lot 

¶ Mill and repave the south & east parking lot 

¶ Replacement of old kitchen equipment 

¶ Renovation of Vestry areas 

 

Priority Maintenance Projects  

¶ Repair of front doors by the atrium entrance  

¶ Repairs to deteriorated parking lot drainage inlets  

¶ Installation of insulation on the AC refrigeration lines on the roof  

¶ Installation of insulation on the AC ducts on the roof  

¶ Upgrade/repair of outside electrical receptacles and cabinet circuit breakers  

¶ New electric line(s) for outlets in the Fellowship Hall and Gym  

¶ Miscellaneous electrical/lighting repairs/upgrades  
 

Our efforts in prioritizing and financing the Capital and Maintenance Projects is being 

coordinated with the Fundraising Committee. 

We would like to thank all who contributed towards the maintenance and preservation 

needs of our Church, and we wish everyone a blessed Christmas Holiday season 

and a happy, healthy and prosperous New Year 2025! 

 

Prepared by: Stavros Kamilaris ï Committee chairman 

Committee Members: Chris Charas, Steven Ferranti, Bobby Koykas, Dr. Marinos 

Lilikas, Alex Milionis, Tasos Miltiadou, George Papas, Tom Pirsos, Dennis Preis, 

Costas Rakkou, George Staphos, Jack Sardis, Marios Socrates, Stephan 

Soussou, Jimmy Zervoudes,. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Archon Weekend 2024 

October 17-20, 2024 
 

On Sunday, October 20, 2024, following the Divine Liturgy at the Archdiocesan Cathedral 

of the Holy Trinity, His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America presided at the 

Investiture of twenty-eight new Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate from throughout 

the United States.  The Greek Orthodox Metropolitan Cathedral of St. John the Theologian 

was honored with the investiture of two worthy parishioners, George Staphos and Andreas 

Zigouras, as Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. AXIOI! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     George Staphos                         Andreas Zigouras 

                   Archon Maestor                        Archon Aktouarios 



Many Archons and parishioners from the Metropolitan Cathedral took part in the Archon 

Weekend, including attendance at the Divine Liturgy and Investiture of new Archons, the 

Annual Meeting and the Athenagoras Human Rights Award Banquet.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Archons John Mavroudis, George Staphos, Michael Camarinos, Andreas Zigouras, Arthur Chagaris, 

Steve Kontos, Steve Tenedios and Chris Tsamutalis with Father John Alexandrou,. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Archons John Mavroudis, Andreas Zigouras, George Staphos, George Tsougarakis, Michael Camarinos, 

Steve Tenedios and Stavro Soussou with His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America and The Rev. 
Economos Gregory Gilbert following the investiture of new Archons. 



Archon Retreat at the Metropolitan Cathedral 

October 12, 2024 
 

On Saturday, October 12, 2024, His Eminence Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey 

participated in the Retreat for the Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of New Jersey.  

The retreat was hosted at the Metropolitan Cathedral of St. John the Theologian in Tenafly, 

New Jersey and the Rev. Nicholas Louh served as the retreat master, speaking on the theme 

of ñGoing All In: Our Faith, Our Families, Our Purpose.ò 

 

In his Archpastoral remarks His Eminence thanked the Regional Commanders, Archons 

George Tsougarakis and Michael Camarinos and the host community for the wonderful 

job in organizing this beautiful event. His Eminence expressed his appreciation to all of 

the Archons for their tremendous work and effort to promote and protect our Mother 

Church in Constantinople and urged them to continue their most important ministry with 

renewed zeal and vigor. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

St. Philothea Philoptochos Society News 

December 2024 

 
 
On behalf of the St. Philothea Philoptochos Society of our Cathedral, I pray that this message 
ŦƛƴŘǎ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ǿŜƭƭΦ  LǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ нлнп ƛǎ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
celebrate Christmas - the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ ς and the start of a new 
ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ȅŜŀǊΗ .ǳǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ нлнр ŎƻƳŜǎ ǊǳǎƘƛƴƎ ƛƴΣ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǇŀǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪ ōŀŎƪ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ 
/ƘŀǇǘŜǊΩǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ōǳǎȅ CŀƭƭΦ  
 
  

RECENT CHAPTER ACCOMPLISHMENTS & ACTIVITIES 
 
 
Breast Cancer Awareness and Support ς As fall began, we held our annual Cake-Less Bake Sale 
throughout the month of October, in observance of National Breast Cancer Awareness Month, 
to collect donations from our community for local breast cancer charities. We SINCERELY 
THANK ALL who generously donated this year to help support this very important cause! 
 

Meanwhile, at our first General 
Meeting on October 16th, we had the 
privilege of welcoming Dr. Fay 
Kastrinos Poneros, Specialist in 
Cancer Care, Genetic Counseling and 
Gastroenterology, who shared vital 
information on the latest 
advancements and methods in the 
screening and prevention of breast 
and other common cancers. We are 
SINCERELY GRATEFUL TO FAY, who is 
always happy to share her expertise 
with our community in a caring, 
personal and understandable way, 
making us feel like one big family! 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Feeding the Hungry ς Also, in early October, volunteers from our Chapter helped package and 
distribute meals to over 120 hungry people at Family Promise of Bergen County in Hackensack, 
which provides temporary shelter and targeted support to homeless working families. 
 

 
 
And in early November, these caring ladies again took time out of their busy, pre-holiday 
schedules to shop and deliver much-needed Thanksgiving food items to support 10 families 
through the Center for Food Action in Englewood!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A huge THANK YOU goes out to all who support our Chapter on an ongoing basis! Please know 
that every dollar you generously donate makes a difference and helps fund these and other 
important local causes! 
 
Veterans Day Celebration ς Then, on 
Sunday, November 10th, our 
Philoptochos and AHEPA Bergen Knights 
Chapters joined together to host our 
annual Veterans Day Celebration. This 
beautiful and moving tribute honors the 
Veterans of our community for their 
selfless military service with a Wall of 
Honor and Color Guard Ceremony, 
followed by a delicious community 
breakfast. 
 
Proceeds from this noble event are used to raise funds to provide service dogs for Military 
Veterans who suffer from Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) as a result of the traumas they 
endured in the line of duty. An EXTRA-SPECIAL THANKS to our Veterans for their proud service, 
and to our own Barbara Kostakis who beautifully spearheads this event every year! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Baking and Selling of Sweets and Pites for the Holidays - With the advent of the holidays, 
many of our members got together to make huge batches of traditional Greek sweets and pites 
for sale to the entire community and at our annual December Christmas Bazaar. We SINCERELY 
THANK ALL the ladies of our parish, who never fail to willingly help and share their expertise so 
everyone can enjoy these delicious treats during the holidays! 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Annual Christmas Party - On Friday, December 6th, we held our annual Philoptochos Christmas 
Party in the Fr. Socrates Tsamutalis 
Fellowship Hall. SPECIAL THANKS to our 
Chairladies and other Board members 
who worked together tirelessly to ensure 
a fun evening, and to everyone who 
generously donated to this event! We 
enjoyed a great turnout, excellent food, 
lots of fun dancing to a live Greek band. 
Congratulations to our guests who won a 
variety of prizes and raffles! Proceeds will 
be donated to the National Philoptochos 
Hurricane Relief Fund and our ongoing 
general philanthropic mission. 
 



 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Annual Community Christmas Card ς In November and December, we once again successfully 
conducted our annual Community Christmas Card fundraiser. This project serves the dual 
purposes of enabling our parishioners to extend Christmas wishes to our community on a 
beautiful Christmas Icon card, selected with care and love by Father Gregory, and to help our 
Chapter raise money to support local food banks and soup kitchens and meet other needs of 
disadvantaged families. 
 

Annual Christmas Bazaar ς And on December 15, we held our annual Christmas Bazaar in the 

Fellowship Hall and Gym, where our community could mingle while enjoying a delicious lunch, 

including specialties such as tyropita, spanakopita, bagels, salad, French fries, coffee, and lots of 

desserts made by our wonderful Philoptochos volunteers! Several vendors set up shop in the 

Gym where parishioners browsed and shopped for unique Christmas gifts. 

OUR PHILANTHROPIC MISSION CONTINUES 

Feeding the Hungry and Supplying Essentials to the Needy:  

¶ Family Promise, Hackensack, NJ - Feeding the Homeless ς Continued distribution of 
complete dinners to the homeless.  

¶ Center for Food Action, Englewood, NJ - Local Food Pantry ς Continued shopping and 
delivery of food and other essentials such as diapers to our local food pantry on multiple 
occasions. 

¶ Operation Classroom - Comfort Closet ς Continued support for this program that 
provides essentials and snacks for needy students at a high school in Newark, New 
Jersey.  

 
Support to Charitable Organizations  

¶ CFA Englewood Food Bank 

¶ St. aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ Home, Uniondale, NY 

¶ Food Bank, Englewood, NJ 



¶ AHEPA Service Dogs 

¶ National Philoptochos 
o 2024 Hurricane Relief Fund 
o National Philoptochos /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Medical Fund  
o Ecumenical Patriarchate Fund 
o Thanksgiving Campaign Fund 
o APC-NSP Benevolent Fund 
 

Social Service Committee ς Our Committee continually and discreetly distributes supermarket 
certificates and support to local families and individuals in need through our confidential 
vetting process. Please contact Fr. Gregory or Maria Kamilaris if you know of anyone who needs 
assistance. 
Metropolis Philoptochos of New Jersey Commitments: 

¶ Emergency Social Service Fund 

¶ Schools of the Patriarchate Fund 

¶ Metropolis Office Fund Obligation 

¶ Social Service Fund Obligation 
 
National Philoptochos Commitments: 

¶ St. Basil Academy Vasilopita Fund 

¶ Social Services Fund 

¶ Cancer and Other Major Illnesses 
¶ Autism Assistance Fund 
¶ Saint Photios Shrine Fund 
¶ Orthodox Christian Missions Fund 
¶ Support A Mission Priest Fund 
¶ Hellenic College Holy Cross Lenten Fund 
¶ Membership Per Capita 
¶ Pascha Campaign 
¶ Sisterhood of St. Basil Academy Fund 
¶ International Orthodox Christian Charities Fund 
¶ 75th Anniversary Founders Fund 
¶ Orthodox Christian Fellowship Fund 
¶ Hellenic College Holy Cross Scholarship Fund 
¶ Retired Clergy/Widowed Presvyteres Benevolent Fund 
¶ National Philoptochos Emergency Fund 
¶ Ecumenical Patriarchate Fund 
¶ APC-NSP Benevolent Fund 
¶ Thanksgiving Campaign 
¶ United Nations International 
¶ Children's Emergency Fund 
¶ General Medical Fund 
¶ Christmas Campaign  



PLEASE SAVE THE DATES FOR OUR UPCOMING EVENTS! 

************************************************************************************  

VASILOPITA BRUNCH: 
SUNDAY JANUARY 12, FOLLOWING CHURCH SERVICES 

 

GENERAL MEETING: 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 23, 7:30 P.M. 

 

GO RED SUNDAY for HEART HEALTH AWARENESS: 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9 

 

ST. PHILOTHEA NAMEDAY & ARTOCLASIA 
 WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19 ς PHILOPOTOCHOS SPONSORING COFFEE HOUR 

 

ST. PHILOTHEA MEMORIAL SERVICE: 
 SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23  

 
************************************************************************************  

Dues and private donations have been a huge help in keeping our mission going. If you have 
not yet done so, please submit your annual stewardship dues and donations by one of the 
following two methods: 

¶ Mail a check to the Cathedral address, made payable to St. Philothea Philoptochos - 
Please be sure to include a notation indicating the purpose of your payment or 
donation; or 

¶ Via the Philoptochos page on our Cathedral website - 
https://www.stjohntenafly.org/philoptochos ς Please click on the ά5ƻƴŀǘŜ to 
tƘƛƭƻǇǘƻŎƘƻǎέ button and include a notation next to your first name indicating the 
purpose of your donation (e.g., First name: άaŀǊƛŀ 5ǳŜǎέύΦ 

 
We are truly thankful for everyone who continues to support us!  
 
I wish everyone a blessed Christmas Season and a happy, healthy, and prosperous New Year! 
We are all united by one mission and we will  continue to serve as Beacons of Hope and 
Compassion in our communities and show that In Christ We Are One! 
 
With love in Christ, 
Maria Kamilaris, President 
 

* PHILANTHROPY ς FELLOWSHIP ς FAITH IN ACTION *  

https://www.stjohntenafly.org/philoptochos


 

 

 

 

 

                       From the PTO!  

   
We have been busy working to support our Greek and Sunday 

School students as well as our St. John the Theologian 
Community.    

 Every fall, the PTO organizes an outing designed to foster 
friendships and celebrate the season. This year, families with their 

children gathered to Alstede Farms for some fun apple and 
pumpkin picking.  

 

 
                 



   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
At the end of October, of course, we very much enjoyed watching 
the children perform their beautiful 

poems and play during the OXI Day 
Greek School Program.  The PTO 
was happy to sponsor snacks and 
drinks during the festivities.  We 
were blessed to celebrate this 
significant day of our countryôs 
history together with the next 

generation.  

                
 

 
 
 

 



November rolled in a special bowling night we shared with the 
children at Humdingerôs in Paramus.  Our community came 

together to have some fun time outside of the Greek and Sunday 
School classrooms. The kids were able to bowl and play games in 

the arcade while the parents enjoyed each otherôs company.  A 
big part of the PTOôs programming is focused on helping our 

children cultivate strong bonds and friendships to reinforce their 
ties to our Greek Orthodox community and culture. 

      
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



This month, we kicked off the Christmas season with a flurry of 
activities!  The first was having the children create ornaments for 
our Christmas tree in front of the chapel at church. The little ones 
loved to color and use stickers to make beautiful ornaments that 

we had for them and they also made a wish list letter to Santa that 
they put in our Christmas mailbox.  

 
 
 

      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



On Friday December 13th, the PTO and GOYA joined forces to 
celebrate their 2nd Annual St. Johnôs Christmas Kalanda. 

Carolers traveled from various houses and businesses singing 
both Greek and English songs, spreading musical cheer during 
the heart of the Christmas season. Thank you to all the carolers 

who participated and to all the parishioners who opened their 
doors to our children and helped us raise donations for the St. 

Johnôs Youth! 
  
 
 

 
 
 

This year for Christmas the children will of course have their 
Christmas Greek school program on Saturday December 21st, 
where they will sing Greek Christmas songs and each class will 

perform their poems.  

 



 
 
 
 

Our upcoming events consist of our ñmission possibleò, in which 
the children will be assembling health kits to be sent to the 

International Othodox Christian Charities. 
 

The PTO this year will also be hosting a Comedy Night 
Fundraiser on February 8th. Save the date for an unforgettable 
evening with delicious food, excting raffels, and laughter with 

Comedian Gus Constantellis. 
 
 

On behalf of the entire PTO, we would like to take this opportunity 
to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a wonderful New 

Year! 
 

 We look forward to continuing to support our community and 

planning more great events for our students throughout the year.  

Please follow us on Facebook (St. John the Theologianôs PTO) 

and Instagram (@st.johnstenafly_pto) for the latest updates and 

information.   

Demetra Kiriakou & Mariella Kapsaskis  
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

KALI PAREA 

  

2024 was a busy year for Kali Parea. After we came from our 
summer break ,we had an informative  presentation from the AARP 
discussing subjects relevant to our members. It was well received 
and we will continue to bring in other informative speakers. 

Kali Parea had their annual Holiday Party right before 
Thanksgiving.  It was a very enjoyable event.  The Kali Parea board 
did the catering.  We had Nicos Nicolaides provide the music and 
everyone had a great time dancing. 

At our last meeting, Fr. Gilbert led us in  the singing of 
Christmas carols and the Greek Kalenda.  A festive time was had 
by all. 

In 2025 we are planning to arrange a short trip.  Details to 
follow. 

I would like to invite everyone young at heart to join our 
group.  The more members we have the more fun we will 
have.  Come join us for coffee, cake and most of all, PAREA. 

Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy and 
Healthy New Year 2025. 

  

Maria Kyriacou 

President 

 



AHEPA BERGEN KNIGHTS CHAPTER #285 

   At the Veteranôs Day Celebration, in conjunction with Philoptochos, 

our Chapter completed the second part of our fundraising towards our 5th 

Service Dog for Veterans with PTSD.  The first part was the Dog/Animal 

Blessing Fundraiser.  The second part was the Breakfast that was served 

at the celebration honoring the Veterans that are connected with St. John 

the Theologian.  The Service dogs that we help raise funds for go to 

veterans with PTSD to help alleviate their anxiety and depression, thereby 

vastly reducing the number of suicides that occur with this disorder.   We 

have decided to name the newest dog ñShadowò, reflecting how the dog 

integrates with the veteran so well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 On December 14th oǳǊ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ {ŀƛƴǘ .ŀǎƛƭΩǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ tŀǊǘȅΦ 

The resident children put on a wonderful play with the audience including 

Archbishop Elpidophoros and Father Sitaras.   Afterwards we all moved to the 

main house where large gift bags were given to each child by the Archbishop with 

many photo ops.   Our Chapter joined many other donators as we presented a 

check to St. Basils. 

 

 

 The Chapter got together December 19th for our Christmas gathering with 

lots of good food, drink and conversations.  We also had our presentations which 

included giving out pins for years of membership.  Congratulations to Andreas 

Zigouras, Constantine Mikelis and Peter Hilaris for earning the 20 year pin. And to 

George Papas for earning the 25 year pin. And to Harry Palitsis for his 30 year pin. 

Lastly, we encourage you to join our chapter 

and help fulfil our goals of promoting and 

educating of Hellenism, philanthropy and civic 

responsibilities.   

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GOYA: 

Recently, the Goyans won their senior volleyball championship game 
at St. Helen and St. Constantine church in Roseland, New Jersey. It was a 
very close game with Tenafly scoring the winning point at the ñ11th hourò.   

 
Their victory was announced at the church on December 15th by 

Costa Rakkou, their head coach, who described their perseverance and 
hard work throughout the season.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Also on December 15th, a group of festive Goyans dressed up as 
Santa and his helpers to welcome the holiday spirit and raise money for 
their upcoming MDF event. They happily posed with the children and other 
members in our community, including the Parish Council which further 
enhanced the festive cheer. Good job Goyans!  

 

 

 



CUB & BOY SCOUTS: 

 In October we attended the annual Eastern Orthodox Committee on 

Scoutingôs Religious Retreat at St. Basil.  Over 100 Boy, Cub and Girl 

scouts and their leaders attended. As part of the retreat, we did a service 

project, constructing over 500 bags of school supplies to be sent to the 

IOCC for distribution to needy children. The scouts had a chance to have 

confession and communion. 

 

 

 

 

 


